Name: ________________________________
2018 Midterm Election Assignment
Due by Thurs., Nov. 8, at 11:59 PM
Background Information
The 2018 general elections will be held on Tuesday, November 6, 2018. This is a midterm election year. In midterm elections, all 435 seats in the U.S. House of Representatives and one-third of the 100 seats in the U.S. Senate will be contested. Midterm elections are those elections that fall in even-numbered years that do not feature a presidential election. 
Republicans currently hold the majority in both the House and the Senate.  The House is currently composed of 235 Republicans and 193 Democrats (with 7 vacancies).  The Senate is currently composed of 51 Republicans and 47 Democrats; in addition, two independent senators (Angus King of Maine and Bernie Sanders of Vermont) both vote with the Democrats.
Gubernatorial elections will be held in 36 states.  Currently, there are 33 Republican governors, 16 Democratic governors, and one independent (Alaska).
In addition to these races, 46 state legislature (with the exception of Louisiana, Mississippi, New Jersey and Virginia, which run their state legislative elections in odd-numbered years) and numerous state and local races will take place.  Also, numerous ballot measures, mayoral races, and a variety of other local offices are on ballots across the nation. 
Midterm elections are sometimes regarded as a referendum on the sitting president’s and/or incumbent party’s performance.  Historically, the party of the incumbent president tends to lose ground during midterm elections:  over the past 21 midterm elections, the President’s party has lost an average 30 seats in the House, and an average 4 seats in the Senate; in only two of those has the President’s party gained seats in both houses (in the second term of Presidents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush). 
Midterm elections usually generate lower voter turnout than presidential elections. Approximately 50-60% of voters turn out for presidential elections, while approximately 40% turn out for midterms. 
Assignment
Follow the midterm election results on any one of the television networks or online on Tues., Nov. 6, and the days following (as some election results may not be determined until after Election Day) and answer the following questions:  

1. Nationwide, what percentage of voters turned out for the 2018 midterms?


2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Identify three (3) issues you consider to be important in this election and briefly summarize each of the two major political parties’ positions on them.











3. In the 2018 midterm elections, did the Republicans win or lose seats in the House of Representatives?  In the Senate?  How many in each?  Why do you think this happened?






4. Which political party will have the majority in the House of Representatives when the 116th Congress convenes in January 2019?  Which party will have the majority in the Senate when the 116th Congress convenes in January 2019?  






5. Were the results of the midterm elections consistent with historic trends in these kinds of elections (see Background Information above)?  Why or why not?






6. What most surprised you about the results of this year’s midterm elections?





